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Barbara Jordan – Texas Congresswoman who sat 
on the Judiciary Committee during President 
Nixon’s impeachment inquiry (1974). She 
reminded everyone how the Constitution deals 
with the separation of powers and the roles of 
the House and Senate during times of executive 
misuse of power. First African-American to give 
keynote at national Democratic party convention 
in 1976. Lifetime partner was Nancy Earl. 

 

Willa Cather – writer, Pulitzer Prize winner,  
for novels set in Nebraska such as O Pioneers 
and My Antonia. The novels dealt with the 
conflicts between pioneers and the emerging 
modern world. Her characters, especially the 
women showed strength and determination in 
facing the despair and disillusionment brought 
on by changes in society. Lifetime companion 
was Edith Lewis. 
 

Sally Ride – first woman/lesbian astronaut to go into 
space in 1983, & 1984 on Challenger. Part of 
investigation team on shuttle explosions of 1986 & 
2003. Taught physics at Stanford U. Co-founded a 
science outreach foundation for girls with partner Tam 
O’Shaughnessy. Wrote 5 science related children’s 
books. Also collected stamps of the Olympics and 
space exploration. Received Presidential Medal of 
Freedom posthumously from Pres. Obama. 
 

 

Alice Paul – agitator for suffrage. She and Lucy Burns 
volunteered with English suffrage movement and 
learned about civil disobedience. Used those lessons 
to start the National Womans Party. Organized the 
parade on March 3, 1913 the day before Wilson’s 
inauguration – only second time in history to have a 
political march down Penn. Ave. Next set up the 
Silent Sentinels picketing in front of the White House 
– first for any group. Arrested, hunger strikes, 
released, started again. 1923 wrote the ERA. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eleanor Roosevelt – Educated by her work for 
people. As First Lady of NY and the U.S., she was 
her husband’s legs visiting people in the coal 
mines to the dust bowl to the fruit bowl during 
Great Depression. Fought for labor rights/civil 
rights. On April 20, 1933 Eleanor flew with 
Amelia Earhart, a frequent guest in White House. 

During World War II, Eleanor Roosevelt visited 
troops in Europe and the Pacific. Served as first 
US delegate to U.N. Created the Delegation for 
Human Rights. Wrote newspaper article, “My 
Day”. Journalist Lorena Hicks was her life long  
companion. 

In 1939 World known opera singer Marian 
Anderson was denied use of Daughters of 
American Revolution auditorium. Eleanor 
got the concert set up in front of Lincoln 
Memorial, and 75,000 attended. Millions 
listened on radio. 

Amelia Earhart – first woman to fly; across 
the Atlantic as passenger then as pilot, across 
the U.S., and from Hawaii to California. 
“Women must try to do things as men have 
tried. When they fail, their failure must be 
but a challenge to others.” 
 

 

 

Frances Perkins – first woman in a presidential 
cabinet, Secretary of Labor. Her education and work 
history led the New Deal to issue the unemployment 
insurance, 40-hour work week, and Social Security. 
Her husband was in/out of mental hospitals, so she 
turned to another woman who had lost her husband, 
Mary Averill Rumsay as a “secret companion”. Mary 
had created the Junior League and also worked in the 
Roosevelt administration. Unfortunately, Mary died 
in a horse-riding accident in 1934. Frances lived until 
1965. 
 


