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Tyler, texas



   The railroad was organized on January 15, 1891, 
although it had its origins in a series of short lines 
founded in Tyler Texas in 1870 that connected 
northeastern Texas to Arkansas and southeastern 
Missouri. Construction of the original Tyler Tap 
Railroad began in the summer of 1875.
   The structure, built in 1880-1881 for use as the 
depot for the Tyler based Kansas and Gulf Short Line 
Railroad, was located just east of North Palace Avenue, 
between West Ferguson Street and West Erwin Street,  
In 1891, the Tyler Southeastern Railway also house its 
offices here.  The Short Line became part of St. Louis 
and Southwestern Railway in 1899, and eventually the 
building was solely used for their general offices.  By 
November 1902, the multistory section on the north 
end, shown in the foreground, was added.  A two-story 
section that extended westward, shown jutting out to 
the right in the below view, was also added in 
September 1907.  Both postcards are looking form the 
north at the west side of the building 
  The Cotton Belt and subsidiary St. Louis, 
Southwestern Railway of Texas together operated 
1,607 miles of road in 1945; 1,555 miles in 1965; and 
2,115 miles in 1981 after taking over the Rock Island’s 
Golden State Route. In 1925 SSW and SSW of Texas 
reported a total of 1,474 million net ton-miles of 
revenue freight and 75 million passenger-miles; in 
1970 it carried 8,650 million ton-miles and no 
passengers.
 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  





 
  

Top Photo Courtesy of Smith County Historical Society
Bottom Photo Google Map
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International Railroad
   The International Railroad Company was chartered on August 5, 1870, to build from the south 
bank of the Red River near Fulton, Arkansas, to Laredo and ultimately to Mexico by way of 
Austin. At Fulton the International planned to connect with a railroad building south from St. 
Louis. Among the members of the first board of directors were John S. Barnes, James W. 
Barnes, Paul N. Spofford, and Thomas W. House. The charter was the most liberal ever granted 
by the Texas legislature. In 1870 grants of state land in aid of railroad construction were 
prohibited by the Constitution of 1869, and the charter granted to this road, at a rate of $10,000 a 
mile, bonds of the state to run for thirty years and to bear interest at 8 percent. On November 25, 
1871, the company notified the governor that it had completed fifty-two miles and applied for 
bonds on fifty miles. Bonds in the amount of $500,000 were issued and signed by the governor 
and treasurer, but the comptroller, Albert A. Bledsoe  refused to countersign or register them on 
the ground that they were unconstitutional because of fraud in the enactment of the law. The 
Texas Supreme Court upheld him. In the meantime, the new Constitution of 1876 allowed the 
legislature to make land grants not to exceed twenty sections to the mile. A compromise was 
effected between the state and the railroad by the state's granting twenty sections a mile and 
freedom from taxation for twenty-five years. Thereby the credit of the state was saved, and 
Texas avoided a state debt for railroad building.
   Work on the International Railroad began in December 1870 at Hearne, and by December 
1871 the railroad had completed fifty miles. Palestine was reached on July 11, 1872, and 
Longview on January 31, 1873, giving the company 177 miles of main track. The International 
was consolidated with the Houston and Great Northern Railroad Company on September 30, 
1873, to form the International and Great Northern Railroad Company. John S. Barnes was 
president of the International, and H. M. Hoxie was general superintendent.

 HOUSTON AND GREAT NORTHERN RAILROAD.
    The Houston and Great Northern Railroad was chartered on October 22, 1866, to build from 
Houston to the Red River and on to the Canadian border. Reconstruction difficulties prevented 
any work for several years, but the contract for the first hundred miles was let on December 14, 
1870. The early organizers of the railroad were Ebenezar B. Nichols, William Marsh Rice, W. J. 
Hutchins, H. D. Taylor, and B. A. Shepherd, all of Texas; and Moses Taylor of New York City. 
The first officers of the railroad were Charles G. Young, president; E. C. Stockton, secretary; and 
P. J. Willis, treasurer. In 1871 the railroad built fifty-five miles of track between Houston and 
New Waverly, and the next year it finished fifty-six miles between New Waverly and Crockett. 
In 1873 it acquired the Houston Tap and Brazoria Railway and the Huntsville Branch, a total of 
fifty-eight miles. That year it also laid eighty-four miles of track between Crockett and Palestine 
and between Troup and Mineola. In 1873 the Houston and Great Northern transferred its 253.1 
miles of track to the International-Great Northern and became part of that system. 

History from the Handbook of Texas Online.



 
  

Check drawn on the Houston & Great Northern Railroad & 
Company to the City Bank Of Houston January 1, 1873
This check has the 2¢ fee by the way of RN-C1 printed 
with the check Notice the Locomotive that is engraved 

and the name of the Railroad on the left side of the check

Stock Certificate of the Houston & Great Northern 
Railroad of Texas

April 20, 1871



 
  

  THE INTERNATIONAL AND GREAT NORTHERN 
RAILROAD

 The International – Great Northern Railroad (I&GN) 
merged with the Houston and Great Northern Railroad 
to be  officially incorporated as the International & Great 
Northern Railroad Company. 
   At its start, the I&GN operated 177 miles (285 km) of track 
from Hearne to Longview, but at its peak it owned 1,106 
miles (1,780 km) of track. As the railroad expanded 
southwestward from Hearne, it reached Rockdale in 1874 
and Austin on December 28, 1876. The line extended to San 
Antonio in 1880 and finally to the US-Mexican border town of 
Laredo on December 1, 1881. 
   The I&GN, like other railroads of its time, had many 
financial troubles and went into receivership several 
occasions. Industrialist Jay Gould acquired control of the 
I&GN in December 1880. Due to his control of the Missouri 
Pacific (Mopac) and the Texas and Pacific Railroad the three 
were operated as one system, although they retained their 
separate corporate identities and seniority districts for union 
workers. 
   Due to financial difficulties, stemming in part from the 
Panic of 1907, the I-GN entered receivership in 1908 and 
was sold at foreclosure to a reorganized company, the 
International & Great Northern Railway Company on 
August 31, 1911. Less than four years later, the company 
entered receivership again, which lasted until it was sold at 
foreclosure in July 1922. 
   The International–Great Northern Railroad was 
incorporated by the state of Texas on August 17, 1922, and 
fully took over operation of the International & Great 
Northern Railway on December 31, 1922. In a bit of planned 
corporate maneuvering to keep the I-GN within the Mopac 
fold, the Gulf Coast Lines subsidiary, New Orleans, Texas 
and Mexico Railway, bought the I-GN on June 30, 1924; 
subsequently, the Gulf Coast Lines were bought by the 
Missouri Pacific on January 1, 1925. Finally, on March 1, 
1956, all of the GCL subsidiaries were merged into the 
parent  Missouri Pacific Railroad Company, and the I-GN 
ceased its corporate existence. 
   In the 1960s, many of the redundant out-of-the-way lines 
were abandoned, including Waco to Marlin and Bryan to 
Navasota. The latter route was subsequently traversed via 
trackage rights  over the Southern Pacific Railroad between 
the same two points. The Missouri Pacific was merged in 
1997 into the Union Pacific Railroad.  WIKIPEDIA



 
  



 
  

Headquarters of the International-Great 
Northern Railroad

Passenger Station -  Palestine, Texas



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  









 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  Google Map of the crossing of the St. 

Louis and Southwestern Railway and 
the International and Great Northern 

Railroad 



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  

HOUSTON AND
TEXAS CENTRAL 

RAILWAY

HOUSTON, 
TEXAS



 
  



 
  



 
  





 
RED RIVER CITY

    In the early 1870s Red River City was a settlement in North Texas, just south of the Red 
River, which forms the border with the state of Oklahoma. With a population of about 50, it 
was served by a post office in 1873 and 1874.
   In 1873 the Houston and Texas Central Railway line reached Red River City, where it 
connected with the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railroad.  This junction formed an all-railroad 
route from the main cities of Texas to St. Louis, Missouri and the Eastern United States.. The 
railway crossed the Red River nearby over the Colbert Bridge, which was also completed in 
1873, but destroyed by flooding that same year. The line reopened with the second Colbert 
Bridge in 1892, but it too was destroyed by flooding in 1908. The route was changed for the 
third bridge at Carpenters Bluff, which opened in 1910.
   Red River City subsequently became part of  Denison, Texas in Grayson County

wikmedia

 The Missouri–Kansas–Texas Railroad (reporting mark MKT) was a Class I railroad 
company in the United States, with its last headquarters in Dallas, Texas. Established in 1865 
under the name  Union Pacific Railroad (UP), Southern Branch, it came to serve an extensive 
rail network in Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, and Missouri. In 1988, it merged with the Missouri 
Pacific Railroad; today, it is part of UP. 
   In the 1890s, the MKT was commonly referred to as "the K-T", because for a time it was the 
Kansas–Texas division of the Missouri Pacific Railroad and "KT" was its abbreviation in 
timetables as well as its stock exchange symbol. This soon evolved into the nickname "the 
Katy".
   The Katy was the first railroad to enter Texas from the north. Eventually, the Katy's core 
system linked cities in Missouri, Kansas and Texas, Oklahoma. At the end of 1970, MKT 
operated 2,623 miles of road and 3,765 miles of track. 





 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  

These two photographs illustrate the contrasting appearance of the same area where one photograph 
was taken prior to the construction of the Central Expressway in Dallas, and the second photograph 
was taken after the roadway was constructed. Both photographs were taken from a point near the 
intersection of Munger Avenue and the T&NO Railroad. The before photograph above was taken in 
1947, the after photograph was taken in 1949.

Dallas Chamber of Commerce September 25, 1952
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